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OF ALL THE MANY BRANCHES OF THE ROYAL 
AIR FORCE, TRANSPORT COMMAND WAS 
PERHAPS THE LEAST PUBLICISED. BUT IT 
WAS NO LESS IMPORTANT THAN THE FIGHTING 
COMMANDS, AND AS THE WAR WENT ON,!TS 
TASKS GREW IN VARIETY AND BECAME EVER 
MORE NUMEROUS. NOWHERE WAS THIS MORE 
APPARENT THAN IN BURMA, WHERE 
THOUSANDS OF MEN ISOLATED IN THE DENSE 
JUNGLES WOULD HAVE DIED BUT FOR THE 
SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT DROPPED FROM 
THE SKIES. 
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Chapter 1. Rough Tri 


FLIGHT LIEUTENANT DON RUTHERFORD WAS A P Hig. 
-TRANSPORT PILOT. THROUGH FAIR WEATHER ) 1 
AND FOUL, HE DELIVERED SUPPLIES TO THE 

OUTLYING PATROLS OF GENERAL WINGATE’S 

CHINDITS. 


Sh 
LOOKS LIKE ANOTHER 


ROUGH TRIP, SKIPPER. CLOUL'S 
DOWN TO GROUND LEVEL 
AGAIN . 





WE'LL BE LUCKY 
70 GET A SIGHT OF THE 
MOUNTAINS, TOM. SHOULD 
BE CLEAR ON THE OTHER 
SIDE, THOUGH. 


SLOWLY THE DAKOTA STRUGGLED UP THROUGH THE CLOGGING 
ICE LAYER, STRAINING FOR THE EXTRA FEW HUNDRED FEET 
OF ALTITUDE WHICH WOULD TAKE IT OVER THE UNSEEN PEAKS 
OF THE MOUNTAIN RANGE DIVIDING INDIA FROM BURMA. 


reiMy, 


yi 
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MINUTES GREW INTO HOURS AS THE HEAVILY LADEN TRANSPORT 
PLANE LABOURED ON THROUGH A LEADEN WORLD OF SWIRLING 
CLOUD, ITS STRUCTURE CLOSE TO BREAKING POINT FROM THE 
TREMENDOUS POUNDING IT WAS TAKING. TOM DAVIS, DON’S 
CO-PILOT AND NAVIGATOR, SAT WITH HIS EYES GLUED TO HIS 
INSTRUMENTS. 








FLIGHT SERGEANT ‘MAC’ MACPHERSON WAS 
CHINDITS’ SIGNAL 


SUDDENLY, THEY WERE OUT OF THE CLOUDS AND 
BLAZING SUNSHINE FILLED THE CABIN. WITH 

A SIGH_OF RELIEF DON TOOK THE DAKOTA 
DOWN TOWARDS THE THICK GREEN CARPET OF 
THE BURMA JUNGLE . 


icy 





KEE 
er YOUR EYES SKINNED, 
CHAPS —WE'RE 
ALMOST THERE / 





BUT AS THE DAKOTA WHEELED OVERHEAD, 
A SIGNAL LAMP WINKED SKYWARDS 
SST ante 


THEY'RE FLASHING 
us /‘TWO...MEN. 
NEED. . URGENT 
te a 
LAND 2° THAT'S THE Bam,» WERE CONG 
LOT, SKIPPER / ie 


A NARROW RUNWA’ BEEN HACKED OUT OF TH 
JUNGLE AND USING EVERY OUNCE OF HIS SKILL, ‘ 
T THE AIRCRAFT OQWN ON THE ROUGH SURFACE. 


wy 
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_ 
} BRAKING HARD, THE MACHINE LURCHED T0 A SS 
| STANDSTILL AND THE ROAR OF THE MOTORS 

DIED. TOM DAVIS LOOKED AT DON IN SURPRISE. 


AM_T HEARING 
THINGS P OR WAS THAT THE 
SOUND OF FIRING > 


TOO _DARNED 
RIGHT IT WAS / COME 
ON, ..LET'S GET 
WEAVING 7 


AS THE WORK OF UNLOADING BEGAN, MORE THE MEN WORKED WITH URGENT HASTE, 
BURSTS OF FIRING SOUNDED FROM THE JUNGLE SPURRED ON BY THE RAPIDLY APPROLCHING 
TO THE EAST. GUNFIRE . 


LOOKS - S STEADY, 
AS THOUGH YOU'VE . HARRY, MIND 
BEEN HAVING QUITE mg HIS LEGS. 
A PARTY. a pam : c 


WE CERTAINLY : 
HAVE... AND IT’S NOT 
OVER YET / HURRY IT 

UP THERE, MEN f 
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THAT'S THE 
LAST OF THE WOUNDED 
ABOARD, SIR. 


RIGHT 7 WE'LL 
BE GETTING OFF NOW, 
CARTAN. Goo 


LUCK 


BULLETS WERE WHISTLING ACROSS THE CLEARING AS 
DON AND TOM SPRINTED FOR THE DAKOTA — AND ONE 
OF THEM FOUND A MARK. 


VAN 


WE'LL MAKE OUT 
OKAY... THANKS TO THE 


_ SUPPLIES YOU BOYS HAVE 


BROUGHT. 








INSTANTLY DON ‘SWUNG ROUND AND 
SPRANG TO THE-AID OF HIS CO-PILOT 
‘ y aw ‘: 


A BURST OF MACHINE GUN FIRE FROM THE BB 


JUNGLE’S EDGE CLAWED UP THE GROUND AT 
HIS FEET AS DON HELPED THE WOUNDED MAN 
INTO THE AIRCRAFT. 
— a 
OKAY, 
SKIPPER, I'VE 3 
GOT HIM. { f 

EE, 

THANKS, 

ac. 
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oa 


"KEEP GOING , 
TOM # YOU CAN 
MAKE IT 7 


\ 
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VASIANTLY THE HANDFUL OF BRITISH SOLDIERS REDOUBLED 
THEIR FIRE AT THE JAPS, BUT THEY WERE OUTNUMBERED & 
TRREE TQ ONE, AND THE DAKOTA SWUNG ROUND AMIDST A 
HAIL OF ENEMY BULLETS. 


wow / THEY’ 
GIVING US A REAL 
SEND OFF / 


NEAT HCLES LACED THE WINGS AND FUSELAGE BUT DON 
REFUSED 70 BE FLUSTERED. THIS WAS JUST ONE MORE 
OF THE MANY HAZARDS WHICH HAD TO BE FACED BY THE 
CREWS OF BURMA’S TRANSPORT COMMAN 
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THE DAKOTA PICKED UP SPEED, BUMPING AND 
JOLTING OVER THE ROUGH RUNWAY. THE TREES 
RUSHED TOWARDS IT AS DON HAULED THE STICK 
BACK, PRAYING THAT SHE WOULD LIFT. SHE DID— 
THOUGH THE WHEELS CLIPPED THE TREE TOPS AS 
Vi RA UP INTO THEIR, REC SIN THE 

il . 





THREE OF THE 
WOUNDED HAVE BEEN HIT 
AGAIN, SKIPPER, NONE OF 
THEM SERIOUSLY, THANK 
HEAVENS. MAC'S SEEING 

TO THEM NOW. 


MEANWHILE, ON THE INDIAN SIDE OF THE FRONTIER 
PILOT OFFICER JOE ARMSTRONG, E€%-FIGHTER PILOT. 
meee CLIMBED ABOARD A COMMUNICATIONS 

NE. 





i T DOUBT IT, JOCK. é 
CHEERIO COMED IM A WREC 
, NI i ITE - fo 
JOE, BE SEEING THEY'RE SHOVING ME INTO THE 
FLYING GROCERY SERVICE . 








BITTERLY THE YOUNG PILOT OFFICER SLUMPED 
DOWN: IN HIS SEAT, THINKING OVER THE 
EVENTS OF THE PAST FEW MONTHS. HE HAD 
SISTED OFF AS A FIGHTER PILOT, AND 

1 WITH EIGHT ‘KILLS’ TO HIS CREDIT, HIS 


IN HOSPITAL, HE WAS BEING TRANSFERRED- 
TO TRANSPORT COMMAND . 


OF ALL THE ROTTEN 
LUCK. THIS JUST ABOUT 
FINISHES THE WAR 
FOR ME 


CHEER UP, MATE . 
THE WORLD HASN'T 
COME TO AN END YET / 
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ING WAS TO A JUNGLE 


JOE'S NEW POST! 
AIRSTRIP FROM WHICH TWO SQUADRONS 
OF DAKOTA TRANSPORTS OPERATED, AND 


A FEW HOURS AFTER HiS ARRIVAL. -. 


THIS NEW MAN , 
PILOT OFFICER ARMSTRONG , 
fS GOING TO BE A TOUGH CUSTOMER, 

DON, HE THINKS TRANSPORT COMMAND 
IS A DEAD LOSS... THAT'S WHY I'M MAKING 
Hi YOUR CO-PILOT. MAYBE YOU'LL BE ABLE 
TO KNOCK SOME SENSE INTO HIM WHILE 

Hi LEARNING THE ROPES. 


TLL 00 MY 
BEST, SIR. 


WHEN DON MET AL Ex frigheas PILOT OWESER: 


HE FOUND THAT THI D NOT EXAGGE! 
WHEN HE CALLED NOE SA TOUCH CUSTOME 


WHAT'S UP, 


JOE, HERE, HAS JUST 
BEEN TELLING ME THAT WE 
Ae SEE ANY ACTION IN 
ANSPORT COMMAND. . .WE’RE 
JUST A ROUTINE DELIVERY SERVICE. 
NO ACTION ...MY STARS J JUST 
WAIT TILL HE FINDS HIMSELF 
WITH A ZERO ON HIS TAIL / 
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DON GRINNED. LIKE HIMSELF, GEORGE BURROWS HAD 
BEEN FLYING DAKOTAS ALL THROUGH THE BURMA 1 DON'T THINK YOU 
CAMPAIGN... AND ONLY A FEW MONTHS EARLIER HE NEED WORRY, JOE. WITH 
HAD BEEN SHOT DOWN AND HAD HAD TO WALK BACK THINGS AS THEY ARE NOW WE'LL 
OVER MORE THAN A HUNDRED MILES OF MOUNTAIN BE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU WITH ALL 
RIDGES WHICH WERE COVERED WITH STEAMING, THE THRILLS YOU WANT... AND 
JAP-INFESTED JUNGLE . A FEW MORE BESIDES / YOU'LL 
BE FLYING AS MY CO-PILOT, 
BY THE WAY...1'M 
DON RUTHERFORD. 


JOE, HOWEVER, REFUSED TO BE CONVINCED AND RF 
DON FINALLY GAVE IT UP AS A BAD JOB. HE 
WOULD LEARN...BY EXPERIENCE. MEANWHILE, 
THE DAKOTAS HAD WORK 70 OO... 


DROP 
ZONE COMING 
UP, SKIPPER . 


2 THERE'S THE 
SMOKE SIGNAL / 
OKAY, LADS, WE'RE 
GOING IN / 
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THAT'S THE 
LOT, SKIPPER. 


ON THE VERY NEXT FLIGHT JOE LEARNED 
WHAT. ELYING THROUGH E MONSOON 
WAS REALLY LIKE 


F -FOR PETE'S SAKE f 
YOU'RE NEVER GOING 
TO FLYIN THIS WEATHER ? 
THE CLOUD'S RIGHT DOWN 
ON THE DECK. 


MAYBE, BUT IT’S 
CLEAR ON THE BURMA SIDE. 
THOSE BOYS OVER THERE HAVE 
GOT TO EAT—AND FIGHTS 17'S 
OUR JOB TO SEE THEY DOS 
. 


AND {T'S BEEN 
& PIECE OF CAKN. JUST 
LiKE T ALWAYS De. 
NOTHING BUT A FLYING 
OCERY SERVICE / 


THIS TIME 
MAYBE. BUT IT’S 
NOF_ ALWAYS L 
THIS, JOE— YOULL 
FIND OUT 


GRIMLY JOE CLAMBEREO ABOARD THE 
PLANE, HE WAS IN THE AIR FORCE 70 FIGHT 
JAPS, NOT THE WEATHER . BUT DON WAS 
THE SKIPPER, AND IF HE SAID THEY WERE 
GOING TO Fry... THEN FLY THEY WOULO. 


> MY STARS S 
WHAT & WAY TO 
FIGHT A WAR ¥ 





Jungle Aflame 


THEY WERE HIGH OVER THE FRONTIER _ MOUNTAIN 
INGE, WHEN THEY HIT TROUB! TARTED Fj 
WITH AN _EYE-SEARING FLASH 0 Al : LIGHTNING / : 
“THEN THE DAKOTA DROPPED LIKE A STON! LOOKS AS THOUGH WE'RE 
* IN FOR SOME REAL DIRTY J 
WEATHER. 


THE MACHINE FELL MORE THAN FIVE HUNDRED FEET BEFORE 

DON COULD PULL IT OUT. BLUE FLAME FLICKERED ROUND THE 

PROPELLERS AND ALONG THE WINGS, WHILE THE DIN OUTSIDE 

ROSE TO AN DO. 
« % be 





Jungle Aflame 
FOR NEARLY TWENTY MINUTES THE DAKOTA 

FOUGHT ITS WAY THROUGH ONE OF THE 

WORST ELECTRIC STORMS DON HAD EVER 
WITNESSED . 






L PHEW THANK : 


STILL q 
GOODNESS THAT'S THINK THERE ARE 
OVER / I'VE NEVER NO THRILLS IN THE 
BEEN SO GLAD TO TRANSPORT 
SEE A SPOT OF . SERVICE, JOE? 
BLUE SKY / 


| Antes, BLWAYS 
TALKING ABOUT 
FIGHTING , BUT 
I WONDER HOW HE'D. 
FEROR TPES US WHAT DO. ; 
E: z 
is yOu MAKE OF HIM, 


SKIPPER 7 | 
bare 


~ 
~ 


| 
— 

iV ls 

S50 WHAT ?P : 

$ HE'S A GOOD NAVIGATOR 
Ho Use 10 A YOuNG. AND Bike GLASS PLOT 
CHAP LIKE ME. I WANT ND parade u No 


REAL ACTION... BUT HE 
FIGHTING THE JAPS /, oy AND NO MISTAKE / 
ar 1 
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Chapter 2. Skies of Battle 


DICK CORRAN'’S RY WAS SOMETHING ABOUT WHICH 

DON, 700, HAD EN WONDERING. BUT JOE’S COURAGE 

AND THAT OF ALL OF THEM WAS SOON TO BE PUT TO A COMPANY OF 

THE TEST. A FEW-WEEKS AFTER JOE’S ARRIVAL THE ENGINEERS ARE BRIDGING THE 
BRITISH OFFENSIVE BEGAN... CHINDWIN AT THIS POINT. IT WILL 


DROP HAS BEEN TIMED FOR 
ELEVEN HUNDRED HOURS . 


THE BRIEFING CONTINUED. COURSE DETAILS AND 
WEATHER REPORTS WERE ANNOUNCED ND 


FINALLY THE TIME FOR TAKE-OFF ARRIVED. 
TRS 
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THE FOUR DAKOTAS AND THEIR HURRICANE 
ESCORT FORMED UP OVER THE JUNGLE- 
CLAD RIDGES 





THERE'S THE 
HURRIES... BANG 


WHAT WOULON'T 
T GIVE TO.BE UP THERE 
IN ONE OF. THOSE 
KITES « 


DON SAID NOTHING , AND WITH A SIGH JOE 
TURNED BACK TO HIS MAPS. LATER,IN 
THE CLEAR SKIES OVER BURMA, THE ENEMY 
SWOUPED OUT OF THE SUN... 

ae De Tis wT iy 


LOOKS AS THOUGH 
THAT ACTION YOURE ALWAYS 
10N_ YOU'RE AL 
See TALKING ABOUT, JOE. HANG 
; ON To YOUR HATS, I'M 
GOING DOWN / 
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FOLLOWED IN LINE ASTERN BY THE OTHER TRANSPORTS, 
DON TOCK THE CUMBERSOME DAKOTA DOWN UNTIL ITS 
SUPSTREAM WAS WHIZZING OVER-THE DARK TREE 
TOPS. HIGH ABOVE THEM, THE HURRICANES CLAWED _ 
UPWARDS iN & SURGE OF POWER TO MEET THE ZEROES. 





ad\ 


; NOT MUCH WE 
ow oT oe ie eee. 8 Q COULD DO AGAINST A | 
AND WATCH THOSE OTHER q BUNCH OF ZEROES WitHOUT. 
CHAPS FIGHT ? A SUN eee US, & 


VESE TOO MANY OF THE ZEROES— THEY _ 

SRED THE HURRICANES OF THE ESCORT 

THAN TWO-TO ONE... AND IF ANY OF 
S07 THROUGH... 


LET'S HOPE WE 
STAY CLESR OF THAT 
LOT. «+ &T LEAST 
UNTIL EF TER THE 


SMOKE 
SIGNAL. ..OVER 
7O PORTS 
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DON NODDED AND. THROTTLED BACK, BANKING . 
LOW TOWARDS THE GREY COLUMN OF SMOKE . 

THE OTHER THREE DAKOTAS FELL IN BEHIND... 
BUT EACH PLANE WOULD NEED AT LEAST EIGHT 
CIRCUITS TO DESPATCH THE WHOLE OF ITS CARGO. 


TO. 
DO DESPATCHERS 
— READY / 


MACHINE’ GUN FIRE STABBED UPWARDS AS DON 
STEADIED THE MACHINE AT THE END OF ITS RUN. 


RIGHT 
ON TARGET, 
SKIPPER / 
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THE TRANSPORT PILOT CALMLY BROUGHT THE 
DAKOTA ROUND FOR ANOTHER RUN, ING 
THE SCARLET STREAMS OF TRACER FLICKERING 
PAST THE COCKPIT WINDOWS AND THE OCCASIONAL 
SHUDDER OF THE PLANE AS BULLETS RIPPED INTO 
THE FUSELAGE OR WINGS. 





MY STARS S L00K.7 

ISN'T THAT JOCK’S PLANE — 

IT'S BURNING AND THAT ZERO'S 
ON TO ITY JOCKS 


AES GONG. 


WS Fete OFF — 
PULL OTS 


WITH AN EYE-SEARING FLASH OF FLAME, THE ‘ 
STRICKEN DAKOTA PLOUGHED INTO THE JUNGLE - 
COVERED HILLSIDE. THE CREW OF FOUR PERISHED & 
“WITH THEIR. PLANE FOR_AT ZERO FEET THERE WAS 


NO HOPE OF BALING OUT. 
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HORROR-STRICKEN, JOS STARED DOWN DAZEDLY HBS 
AT THE UGLY CRIMSON SCAR ON THE HILLSIDE. ‘ 
IT HAD ALL HAPPENED SO QUICKLY—AND THE 

MESSUE4 MUST GO ON. 








THOSE POOR 
BLIGHTERS. .. THEY 
NEVER HAD A 
CHANCE / 


DAY AFTER DAY; THE DAKOTAS FLEW OUT INTO THE ONE THING'S 
HOSTILE SKIES .. USUALLY THE ZEROES WERE WAITING ‘DON. THE NIP 
FOR THEM AND THE TRANSPORT CREWS OARED NOT AN AIRSTRIP SOW 
RELAX THEIR VIGILANCE FOR A SINGLE INSTANT. 7 NEAR THAT BRIDS 

FROM THE ATTACKS 
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DON NODDED THOUGHTFULLY. IT TOOK THE BRITISH FIGHTERS 
SOME TIME TO REACH THE ENGINEERS’ POSITION, AND SINCE 

THEY COULD NOT USE THE ROUGH JUNGLE AIRSTRIPS DURING 

THE HOURS OF DARKNESS, THE JAPS HAD AN HOUR OR MORE |__—____. 
AT DAWN AND DUSK WHEN THEY WERE VIRTUALLY FREE 

FROM INTERFERENCE . 


CAN'T OUR 
RECCE PLANES 
FIND THEIR 


NO. THEY'VE BEEN OUT 
BASE ? 


EVERY DAY THIS WEEK. THEY'VE 

COMBED EVERY FOOT OF THAT AREA 

AND PHOTOGRAPHED IT... BUT THERES 
NOTHING ... NOTHING AT ALL. 


MEANWHILE, ON THE BAI 
CHINDWIN RIVER ..- 


OOK O47, 
SER7 £ WERE COMES 
ANOTHER OF THE 
PERISHERS. 
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THE ZEFIO STAGGERED AS BULLETS iT INTO IT 
BUT IT SHEERED OFF, TRAILING SMOKE, OTHERS 
TOOK 1T5 PLACE AND A HAIL OF CANNON SHELLS 
ieee? THE PARTLY CONSTRUCTED | 





IF THOSE ZEROES 
AREN'T SOON PINNED DOWN; 
WE'LL NEVER_FINISH THE JOB 
IN TIME. THEYRE WRECKING 
THE BRIOGE AS FAST AS 
WE CAN BUILD IT. © 


THEY'RE 
STAYING LONGER 
THAN USUAL THIS 
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MAJOR WHITEWAY GLANCED AT HIS WATCH. .«- 
AND AT THE SAME MOMENT A BURST OF RIFLE 
AND MACHINE GUN FIRE ECHOED FROM THE FAR 


SOUNDS AS THOUGH 
OUR BOYS OVER THERE ARE 
er HAVING ANOTHER DUST UP. THE 
THE ) at DARNED NIPS SEEM TO HAVE 
TRANSPORTS WILL pat Sy PATROLS: EVERYWHERE. 
| BE HERE IN LESS THAN ’ Re 


HALF AN HOUR... 





WITH A SCREAMING ROAR THAT BATTERED 
THE EARDRUMS THE ZERO SWEPT LOW 
OVER THE RIVER... AND A STREAM OF 
CANNON SHELLS TORE UP THE GROUND 
ALONG THE LIP OF THE MAJOR'S TRENCH. 
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TWENTY MINUTES LATER THE ZEROES WERE 
STILL THERE, SAVAGELY STRAFING THE - 
ENGINEERS AND THEIR BRIDGE. AND THEN, 
FROM OUT OF THE WEST, CAME THE 
FAMILIAR ORONE OF DAKOTAS. 


SWIFTLY THE ZERDES WHEELED UPWARDS... 
THE JAPANESE FLIGHT COMMANDER WAS ALSO 


QUICK TO SIGHT THE UNWIELDY DAKOTAS AND 
HIS RADIO CRACKLED INTO LIFE... 


HERE COME 
THE TRANSPORTS, 


wR 


LEADER CALLING / 
NUMBERS TWO, THREE AND 
FOUR... FOLLOW ME J THE 
REST OF YOU... KEEP THE 
FIGHTERS OCCUPIED / 
ATTACKS 
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ALREADY THE DAKOTAS WERE NOSING DOWN TO 
TREE-TOP LEVEL—FOR ONLY THERE COULD THEY 
FIND COMPARATIVE'SAFETY. 





OUR BoYS'LL 
NEVER HOLD THAT 
LOT OFF. THEY HAVEN'T 
A CHANCE / 


‘AS THE HURRICANES, .OUTNUMBERED THOUGH 
‘THEY WERE, ROCKETED TO MEET THE ENEMY, 
‘FOUR OF THE ZEROES PEELED OFF. 


WATCH 
THOSE FOUR... 
THEY'RE COMING 
THROUGH / 
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,DON PUSHED THE NOSE DOWN UNTIL THE DAKOTA WAS ALMOST 
BRUSHING THE TOPMOST BRANCHES, A GLANCE BEHIND, TOLD 
THE OTHER TRANSPORTS WERE FOLLOWING HIM... 


HOLD TIGHT, 
LADS —TM GOING . 


THEN DON PULLED. BACK THE STICK, 


DELIBERATELY 
PLANE AS A TARGET TO ZEROES, WHILE THE OTHER THR 
TRANSPORTS LUMBERED TOWARDS THE SAFETY OF THE 
OPPOSITE HILLSIDE... 
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JOE STARED AGHAST AS THE FIRST BURST OF CANNON FIRE : 
RAKED THE STARBOARD WING. CON HAULED THE MACHINE OVER 
MIN A NEAR-VERTICAL BANK... - 


THE TREE-COVERED CREST OF THE RIDGE -im DON HELD THE DAKOTA STEADY— 
LOOMED AHEAD... AND JOE'S VOICE ROSE THE ZEROES CLOSED IN BEHIND HIM 
TO A FRANTIC SHOUT. Ber noe our 7 FOR A KILLING BURST 


WELL MIT THE 
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THE LAST POSSIBLE INSTANT, HE ORAGGED THE DAKOTA UP, 
FUSELAGE AND WINGS CREAKING AND GROANING. THE ZERO 
PILOT WAS TOO SLOW. 7 


BUT EVEN AS MAC'S GLEEFU 
THE OTHER THREE ENEMY F! 


IS WHERE WE 
TAKE Ty 
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ITHE GREAT MACHINE STAGGEREO_AS IT WAS ONE ENGINS BURNING FIERCELY, THE 
CAUGHT IN A MURDEROUS CROSSFIRE. ABOVE DAKOTA WAS SLOW TO PICK UW? THE 
THEM, THREE HURRICANES CAME SNARLING IGHT THEY DESPERATELY NEEDED. 
VENGEFULLY DOWN gos 





HERE COME 
THE FIGHTER BOYS 
-.. JUST HALF A 


MINUTE TOO LATE, 
I'M AFRAC. 


THIS 15 AS FAR 

AS SHE'LL GO, LADS. 

TIME TO HIT THE SILK. 

I CAN'T HOLD HER 
MUCH LONGER / 


ONE By ONE THE- CREW STEPPED OUT INTO SPACE. DON SAW JOE'S 
PARACHUTE BLOSSOM BELOW HIM, AND THEN GLANCED BACK AT THE 


| ALTIMETER. ‘ SPITE OF ALL HIS EFFORTS, THE TREES WERE RUSHING 
MEET HIN. .« : 


I'v: FOC LOW TO 
JUMP § THaT SAND PATCH 
1S My, ONi> CHANCE—IF 
T CAN LEVEL HER 


eT 
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THERE WAS NO POWER:OR ROOM FOR MANOEUVRE AND THE DAKOTA PLOUGHED THROUGH ° 
TREES AND UNDERGROWTH AS CON TRIED TO HOLD IT IN THE AIR LONG ENOUGH TO REACH 
THE LEVEL PATCH OF SAND. 


ad 


GOT TO... 
FREE / SHE'LL... 
Cl 2 ey 
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SOMEHOW HE GOT OUT, BUT HE HAD ONLY 
YARDS WHEN A SEARING BLAST OF FLA 
| SENT HIM SPRAWLING HEADLONG INTO THE JUNGLE 


FOR A FEW MINUTES, DON LAY WHERE HE 
HAD FALLEN, TOO STUNNED TO MOVE. THEN, 
AS HIS REELING BRAIN STEADIED, HE 


f SOMEWHERE 
NEAR HERE / 
) THEY'VE GOT 


THE OTHERS / 
I-I'VE GOT TO 
OTHERS 7 
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| BUT IT WAS NEARLY HALF AN HOUR 
LATER BEFORE DON HEARD THE SOUND 
OF VOICES. OV 
FORWARD 


SO/ NOW WE HAVE 
ALL THE BRITISH 
pocs / 
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K WITH DISAPPOINTMENT AND NEAR EXHAUSTION : 
Bon WAS FORCED TO MARCH ALONGSIDE THE OTHERS. ¥ 


is 


PIF ONLY 
iT Wasn't ; WE'D HAD GUNS 
Tour = FAULT, : TO DEFEND 


| FOR HOURS THEY WERE MARCHED ALONG THE 

| ROUGH JUNGLE PATH, OVER STEEP, ROCKY 

| RIDGES AND THROUGH SWAMP-FILLED 

j VALLEYS. FINALLY THEY CAME OUT ON A CLIFF 
TOP OVERLOOKING THE SWIRLING, YELLOW- 

| BROWN WATERS OF THE CHINOWIN RIVER 


THAT BUSH 
DOWN THERE GIVES 
ME AN IDEA / 

I WONDER... 








OURSELVES... 20 
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AT THE ae THEY WERE 


, CLIFF EDGE 
THE MBUNG EARTH AND 
DEBRIS, DON’S CLAWING FINGERS 
AT A BRANCH OF THE STUNTED BUSH... 
AND HELO. 


MADE IT / LeT's 
HOPE THE NIPS 
A DON'T SPOT ME / 
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BRUISED AND-BATTERED HE CLUNG THERE 
AS THE AVALANCHE RATTLED PAST 
* 


s 


Yl Mo, 


la, 


THE BRITISH 
00G HAS PERISHED, 
CAPTAIN SAN J THERE 
tS NO NEED.TO i 
SEARCH. 
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AS THE JAPS’ SHRAL VOICES FADED GASPING FOR BREATH, HE HAULEO HIMSELF 
DISTANCE, DON BEGAN TO CUMB. OVER THE CLIFF EDGE’... 
1 "lis AT LAST F 
NOW TO GET 
AFTER THE-LITTLE 
BLIGHTERS /* 





KEEPING CLOSE TO THE COVER OF THE TREES, THE PILOT 
SET OFF IN PURSUIT OF THE JAPS AND THEIR R.A.F, 


CAPTIVES. 
+ Te AK agave 


SF tive GOT TO FREE i : 
THE OTHERS... SOMEHOW J » . 
CAN'T LEAVE THEM IN THOSE J 


or 
oy) ay) yi DEVILS 


CLUTCHES” 








Jungle Aflame 39 


TT. TOOK HIM ALL OF AN HOUR TO CATCH UP WITH AND OUTFLANK HIS QUARRY. JUST AS HE 
EVER, THE RATTLE OF AERIAL GUNFIRE REACHED HIS EARS... 





PAZ i WHET TY 
THE DEVILIS!T \; 
ATTACKING AROUND & 

HERE > off 


A SLIM HOPE BLOSSOMED IN DON'S MIND — 
BND HE TURNED AWAY FROM HIS CAPTIVE 
cre — AWAY, TOWARDS THE | NEARBY’ RIVER: 


IT'S AFTER, 
SOMETHING ON 
THE RIVER / 
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[THE ZERO'S ENGINE NOTE 
GREW TOA 





THE JAP FIGHTER'S GUNS CLATTERED VICIOUSLY AS THE 
SOLOIERS FRANTICALLY DROVE THEIR NATIVE CRAFT INTO 
THE MUDDY SHALLOWS. : 
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‘AS THE ZERO ZQOOMED AWAY, 
TRE MSELVES INTO COVER TO 


: AS A MATTER OF 
FACT, WE WERE LOOKING 
WE SAW YOUR 
j eG DAKOTA Cast AND GUESSED 

LIEUTENANT, YOU'D HEA 
NICE 2) SEE YOU! You'RE 

WAY OFF THE BEATEN 
TRACK, THOUGH. 
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[T OD NOT TAKE LONG TO OVERTAKE THE JAP PATROL WHO 
WERE RESTING IN A CLEARING. LIEUTENANT LACEY MADE 
QUICK RECONNAISS: 


\ Aaa 








GIVE ME A COUPLE 
OF MEN AND WE'LL DRAW 
THEIR ATTENTION, WHILE THE 
REST OF YOU COME UP 





LACEY NODDEO AND DON_AND 
HIS TWG MEN CIRCLED THE we 
CLEARING CAUTIOUSLY. 7) 
STEAGY 
DOES.IT, CHAPS / 
NO NOISE~ YET / 








ABH Y WE " 
R ARE SURROUNDED! Bi 











ad 





Jungle Afiame 
THE JAPS, NEVERTHELESS, FOUGHT BACK 
ip aed AND COURAGEOUSLY — BUT 


AS LIEUTENANT LACEY GAVE HIS ORDERS 
NOTHER SOUND CAUGHT CON’S EAR... 
NICE WORK, LADS. NO 
eee WE'D BETTER GET OUT OF 
HERE —FASTS THERE MAY 
; BE OTHER JAP PATROL! 
ABOUT. WHAT'S UP, 
DON ? 


WHY, YES . 
WHAT ABOUT 





Jungle Aflame 


45 
THE PILOT GAVE LACEY AN EXCITED LOOK... 


THEY'RE ZEROES... AND THEY'RE 
TAKING OFFS THAT MEANS THEY'VE 
GOT A LANDING STRIP NOT FAR 
FROM HERE. +. PROSABLY THE ONE 
THAT'S GIVING MAJOR WHITEWAY 
AND HIS MEN SO MUCH TROUBLE. 
COME ON..- 


eK 


Hey, wWAITA 
MINUTE / WE'VE ONLY 
TWENTY MEN...NOT 
NEARLY ENOUGH TO 

TAKE ON R JAP 
AIRFIELD / 


YOUR RADIO'S BUSTED 
SO WE CAN'T SEND A MESSAGE.. 
1T WOULD TAKE AT LEAST TWO 
DAYS TO WALK BACK... AND THE 
RIVER'S OUT OF THE QUESTION. 
BUT THAT BRIDGE MUST BE 
FINISHED BY, TOMORROW NIGHT — 4 

SO/TS UP TOUS % 





46 Jungle Aflarnie 


LACEY STROKED HIS CHIN THOUGHTFULLY LOCATING THE AIRSTRIP WO a 
COMPARETIVELY SIMPLE MATTER .. 


GETTING PAST THE JAPANES 
WAS NOT SO EASY... 








Al) 


ATCH ITS 
THOSE NIPS UST 


7> 


HMM. YOU'RE 
RIGHT, OF COURSE. 
IF WE DON'T OO IT, 

NO-QNE ELSE 








EIR LIVES DEPENDED ON —— i 
THEIR CAUTION, SO THERE > 3 
;.WAS NO CARELESSNESS SO FAR, 
ey = 


So coop’ F 
"(a 


WE MUST BE 
NEARLY THERE... 
THOSE ENGINES SOUND 

PRETTY LOUD. 





Jungle Aflame 7 


Chapter 3S. Zero Nest 





S_00M.OF THE JUNGLE WAS DEEPENING INTO DUSK WHEN, WITH SURPRISING 
THE BRITISH PARTY EMERGED ON THE EDGE OF THE LANDING STRIP. THEY 
ORE THEM iN AMAZEMENT... 


THUNDER / 
JUST LOOK AT 
THAT / NO WONDER 
OUR RECCE PLANES 
COULD NEVER SPOT 
ANYTHING £ 








Jungle Aflame 


ZA. 
Soe 


Y CAN'T WHISTLE Né@ 
UP A SQUADRON 
OF FIGHTERS 


? THAT'S JUST WHAT 
7 WE'RE GOING TO 00. SEE 
Wf THAT AERIAL OVER THERE > 
WHY DON’T WE USE THE 
JAPS’ OWN RADIO TO 
SEND A MESSAGE . 


DARKNESS HAD FALLEN. WHEN LACEY MOVED 
OFF TO THE NORTH, TAKING HALF HIS MEN. 
OON WAITED WITH THE OTHER HALF, ELEVEN 
MEN IN ALL, COUNTING HIS OWN AIRCREW. 
bs ~ : " 


= = —" 


GOING TO NEED 
Its 








Jungle Aflame e 


OOK THEM TEN MINUTES TO CUT THROUGH THE SERGEANT SLID AWAY INTO THE 


Fay ENTE ENT BREAKING OFF 
MOTIONLESS IN THE SHADOWS 
WHENEVER A SENTERO PASSED JHEIR WAY. 


T'LL TAI -ae 
CARE OF TH 
SENTRY, SIR 





AT A CROUCHING RUN, DAN LED HIS MEN een 
ON TO THE SHADOWED RUNWAY, THEIR GUNS Bie 
SUDDENLY WAKING THE ECHOES WHEN tas 
WERE SEEN. & 


DARKNESS. THERE WAS A BRIEF SCUFFLE, 
L THUD 


A DULL 





50 





Jungle Afiaine 


AS THEY SMASHED A PATH TO THE 

ENEMY RADIO TENT, LACEY AND HIS 

MEN JOINEO IN THE ATTACK. CAUGHT 

IN A WITHERING CROSSFIRE , THE 

JAPS FELL BACK./7 

= RIGHT, CORPORAL— 
THE RADIO—IT’S 
ALL YOURS f 


NOW THE ALARM WAS REALLY RAISED. 
THE JAPS, TAKEN BY SURPRISE IN 


i THAT FIRST RUSH, WERE CONVERGING 
| VENGEFULLY ON THE RAIDERS..~. 





Y SHOOT THEM 
DOWN / KILL 
) THEM ALL / 


Jungle Aflame 


A SOLDIER CRUMPLED TO THE 
| GROUND AND JOE SNATCHED UP |. COME ON 
| HIS FALLEN GUN, A YELL OF you RATS / COME 
| DEFIANCE ON HIS LIPS - AND GET ITS 


GET DOWN 
INTO COVER. 


JOE DROPPED BACK INTO COVER, THE 
LLETS FROM THE STEN LASHING THE 


FOR MUCH LO 
WISH TO HEC™ TH! 
UP WITH THE 
THIS IS GET 
HOTTER THEN 
CAN HANDLE J ; 
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AT THAT INSTANT MAC BURST 
QUT OF THE RADIO TENT... 


THE ENEMY WERE CLOSING IN— 3 - 
WITHORAWAL WAS GOING TO BE ay JOE, THINGS 
Cl ARE HOT—LET’S 
WARM IT UP STILL 
MORE, SEE THAT 
TANKER... 


I’M RIGHT 
WITH YOU, 
SKIPPER / 





Jungle Aflame 


WITH BULLETS SLASHING THE TREES AND 
GROUND AROUND THEM, THE TWO MEN RACED 
FORWARD. BEHIND THEM, LIEUTENANT LACEY 
AND THE REST PINNED THE JAPS DOWN WITH 





VEGETATION... 





Jungle Aflame 


> TOWARDS THE JUNGLE, DON LOBBED A 
AREA. THERE WAS AN EYE-SEARING 
STARTLED JAPS COULD RECOVER THEIR 
UP THE CAMOUFLAGE NETTING. 





WAS EVEN MORE EFFECTIVE 
OULD HAVE HOPED, FOR THE 
FOUAGE STREWN OVER THE NETTING 
WAS TINDER DRY... 


LUMME / 
WHAT B 
BLAZE 


GET BACK / GET 
BACK f WE SHALL 
BE BURNT 








sungie Aflame 


THE STACCATO RATTLE OF CANNON FIRE ADDED 
TO THE DIX AS A ZERO CAUGHT FIRE AND THE 
AMMU IN ITS GUNS BEGAN TO EXPLODE. 


~"¥ cs 











ELATED, THE BRITISH PARTY HEADED AWAY FROM 

| THAT SCENE OF DESTRUCTION. THEY HAD COVERED) 
BARELY A QUARTER OF A MILE, HOWEVER, WHEN 
DON GAVE A CRY OF WARNING... 














fT WAS 1 PATROL OF THE ENEMY HASTENING 
BACK TO THE AIRSTRIP WHICH THEY HAD 
SEEN BURNING. MOST OF THEM NEVER KNEW 
WHAT HIT THEM «++ 


Jungle Aflame 


THEY HAD HARDLY RESUMED THEIR TREK TO 
SAFETY WHEN THE CISTANT MURMUR OF 
AIRCRAFT ENGINES SWELLED TO A ROAR. 
MAC PRICKED UP HIS EARS... 


LISTEN, SIRJ 
@ DOIKOTAS—OR IM 
4 DUTCHMAN S 


Jungle Aflome 


DAKOTAS THERE WERE / SIX OF THEM, COMING 
OVER THE SAE RIRFIELD, GUIDED BY THE STILL. 
‘SMOULDERING FIRE. 


amare Rc 
ae See\ AGS 


TO GIVE ’EM, THE LIT 
PERISHERS / 
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Burp, FACE WORE A PUZZLS 
Uris Six 83 HE AND OOM | WHY -THE HECK DIDN'T 


JOINED THE OFFICER IN CHARGE. 


1 _&ND DESTROY A PERFECTLY 
ff GOD AIRSTRIP P WE'O ONLY HAVE 
TO REBUILD THE PLACE FOR OUR OWN 
! THIS WAY WE'VE GOT IT INTACT 
+ WITH ONLY A FEW MINOR 
REPAIRS NEEOES. 


"YOU KNOW, SKIPPER, 
THESE LAST FEW HOURS 
HAVE TAUGHT ME A THING 
IR. TWO. I NEVER. LOOKED 
OMMAND 37 rT FROM THE POINT OF 
S, JOE soe ViEW OF THE BLOKES ON ea 


XCITEMENT, SS GROUND cist 7/8 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... ACTION...DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 188—THEY ALSO SERVE No. 19I—FIGHT—OR DIE! 


4 A 
‘WAR. 
wrctune | 
. wv ase 


The men on the mission won the Even amid the inferno of Greece, he 
medals but there were others who thought he could stand aside. while 


took an unknown but heroic hand in others fought for the cause of freedom. 
its success. 


ALSO ON SALE NOW:— 
No. 189 THE SILENT WITNESS 


Next month's FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
6th May, are :— 


No. 192—THE UNGUARDED HOUR No. 194—SKY TROOP 
No. 193—CLIPPED WINGS No. 195—LIVE BAIT 





samp oer B 8 @ Different Stamps 
PLUS 4 stamp size portraits of the 
kings ¢ Queens of Gnglan 


Just look at this exciting offer! You get giant hs 
collection of 116 all different genuine stamps. 
Here are some highlights: TOGO—set of 2 Yuri 
Gagarin Spaceman; CHAD—4 exotic animal 
triangles; POLYNES!IA—2 South Sea beauty 
queens; ALBANIA—set of 4 old imperforate 
“Double Eagles’’. MONACO—giant Lourdes 
diamond shape. (So far every stamp is in bril- 
liant mint condition). Also: MALDIVES—U.N. 
Anniv.; new African country of RWANDI— 
Independence stamp with map (also mint). 
JAPAN—New Year Celebration Commemor- 
ative. This splendid collection includes triangles, 
diamonds, imperfs. hard-to-get countries and 
many fascinating and unusual stamps and sets 
from all over the world. Grand total 116 all differ- 
ent genuine stamps. 
FREE IF YOU ORDER 
NOW. 42 STAMP SIZE 
PORTRAITS OF KINGS OF 
ENGLAND SINCE WILLIAM 
THE CONQUEROR 

This fabulous show- 
piece cannot be 

obtained elsewhere &, 
at any price! 
EVERYTHING FOR 1/- TO INT- 
RODUCE FAMOUS BARGAIN =e 
APPROVALS (The world's finest approvals. The best way to build a 
collection at a low cost—and enjoy stamp collecting!) Please tell 
your parenis you are answering this advertisement. 


SEND 1'- TODAY ASK FOR LOT P20 


50. DENMARK HILL. 
LONDON.S.E.5. 






















































LOT 

P20 a selection of bargain approvals for free examination. ! 
POST 

NAME : 2s ee i] 

COUPON | 

1 

4 


IT enclose 1/-, Rush me the 116 different stamps plus the 42 Portraits. Send 


ADDRESS amen 
~“TOOAY 





ea (Please print carefully) 


